








The specific threats that primates face
can vary according to country and
species. The Great Primate Handshake  
is currently focussing on primate  
conservation across Africa, home to our 
closest relatives (bonobos) and where 
approximately 51 species of primate can 
be found. 

The common denominator is often the
role of man; whether it’s a primate
losing its home to deforestation, an
orphan losing its mother to the bushmeat
trade, or a primate being illegally sold as
a pet. From Great Apes to bushbabies, the
Handshake aims to support all primates,
whatever their threat may be. 

In Africa, there are widespread problems 
related to primate-human interaction.  
Constant encroachment on land that was 
previously wild has created an inevitable 
conflict between monkeys and people. 
Monkeys are lured into human areas by 
food scraps or a field crop and as a result, 
some primate species such as vervet 
monkeys have become regarded by South 
Africans as vermin. This problem is often
exacerbated by tourists who hand-feed
these animals. Actions like these not
only encourage them to venture into
towns, but reduce their fear of humans
thus creating a risk for both parties.

Primate species are assessed by the  
International Union of Conservation  
and Nature (IUCN) and provided with a  
classification to identify how endangered 
they may or may not be - The classification  
list has been named the Red List are is 
available for you to browse online at www.
iucnredlist.org.  All primate species enjoy 
an Appendix I CITES rating (Convention on 
the International Trade in Endangered  
Species), which was put in place to reduce 
the effects of the pet trade on populations 
and to highlight that all primate species are 
threatened if trade is not monitored and 
policed. If solutions to the illegal trade in 
primates aren’t found or encouraged, we 
risk losing tomorrow’s generation of  
chimpanzees and gorillas as their young 
are snatched away and shipped overseas - 
a common occurrence in Central and West 
Africa. Chimpanzee orphans can fetch 
hundreds of thousands of dollars on the 
black market. 

Detailed profiles and information about  
all of the primates you will be working with,
as well as further information about primate
conservation across Africa, will be provided
before the start of an expedition to all Great 
Primate Handshake volunteers.

Primate sanctuaries offer primates 
a safe haven in which to recover 
and eventually be re-introduced  
into the wild, if possible.

(Above) Arthur Hunt, co-founder of the  
Vervet Monkey Foundation, Limpopo Province, 
South Africa works with a volunteer to administer 
a tetanus shot to a male vervet monkey.
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(Inset) A Chacma baboon gazes out across a sea of  
humanity below. Baboons living in and around  
the Cape Peninsular, Cape Town, South Africa  
are continuing to lose habitat to housing developments.



Email: info@primatehandshake.org
Tel: (0157) 042 3367
 
Handshake Productions
6 Greenfield Terrace, 
Lampeter,  
Ceredigion,  
Wales,
SA48 7DA 

For more information visit www.handshakeproductions.org and www.primatehandshake.org 
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