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Background

An introduction to the Great Primate Handshake

The Great Primate Handshake is
a primate conservation awareness
expedition that aims, through the
production of digital media, to raise
awareness of conservation, using
primates as a flagship.

We have conducted
comprehensive research trips to:

The Handshake has already
helped support a number of
primate-related organisations:

•

Better our understanding of
existing and projected primate
conservation activities.

•

Video production for the Jane
Goodall Institute in Uganda and
South Africa

The idea behind the Handshake came
about in 2005 when Alasdair Davies
and Laurence Hall realised that by
combining and sharing skills,
they could support conservation
activities by creating a not-for-profit
digital media production company with
a difference, Handshake Productions.
Handshake Productions specialises
in supporting communities and
charities through the production of
digital media, as well as the creation
of conservation projects, the first of
which was The Great Primate
Handshake.

•

Enable us to plan support
strategies through the use
of digital media production.

•

Webpage design and online
fundraising facilities for
Lola Ya Bonobo in the DRC.

•

Identify the most effective and
viable method of supporting
sanctuaries both locally and
globally.

•

Community engagement with
Oasis Africa-Australia in Kibera,
Kenya

•

Community-based project
work with KEEP (Kakamega
Environmental Education
Programme)

•

Website & volunteer newsletter
distribution, Vervet Monkey
Foundation, South Africa

•

Website production for J.A.C.K
based in Katanga, DRC

•

Independent research and data
collection for UWEC (Uganda
Wildlife Education Centre)

•

Creation of educational content
with Kasiisi School, Uganda

For the past six years, we have
focused on working with African
primate sanctuaries and related
organisations to furtherour
understanding of their needs.
The Great Primate Handshake has
been tailored to raise awareness
of conservation projects and primate
sanctuaries both globally, and
importantly, locally.

•

Evaluate the use of both internet
and video technologies to target
specific audiences.

(Above) The Great Primate Handshake offers
volunteers the chance to learn new skills, or use
their existing skills, to benefit primate conservation
through the production of awareness raising
digital media.
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Understanding the Handshake

Based in Wales, Handshake Productions is run by a team of
professionals with backgrounds in lecturing, teaching, primate
conservation and media production. We strive to effect change through
the creation of digital media.
The Great Primate Handshake is a unique project of Handshake
Productions, and was developed to raise awareness of primate
conservation and support related activities through the sharing of
skills and knowledge. The objectives and goals of the Great Primate
Handshake are decided upon and reviewed on a regular basis.
Handshake Production’s expertise in video production, website
development, education and conservation ensure objectives are met
and that each expedition is well researched, executed and importantly,
effective. We have attended Pan African Sanctuary Alliance (PASA)
manager’s meetings and other primate conservation and conservation
conferences where we talk to leading experts in the field to identify their
needs and requirements - continuously producing websites, videos and
educational materials to highlight their work and activities.

(Above left) Alan Hughes, a Civil Engineer
from London, developed a cheap
“Steadycam” whilst volunteering on a Great
Primate Handshake expedition to South
Africa in 2008. Alan’s steady cam was
developed using drain pipes and plumbing
materials and based on the design by Johnny
Chung Lee of Carnegie Mellon University.

Sharing Skills
During our expeditions, you will be
guided by team leaders who will
work together with you to produce
effective, high-quality content.
Team leaders are skilled industry
professionals who enrich the
Handshake’s skill base and ensure
we exploit a diverse range of skills.
One of the best things about
working on the Handshake is that
each team member brings their own
unique attributes and expertise, so
you are guaranteed to come away
with new ideas and life skills.

(Above right) The educational XO laptop
developed by the One Laptop Per Child
Foundation (OLPC) is used in conjunction
with Kasiisi School to develop interactive
educational software.
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The Great Primate Handshake’s core development team.

Alasdair has a BSc in Multimedia & Internet Technology. He has eight years of website
development experience, the most notable being his position as Technical Advisor for
the Zoological Society of London’s EDGE (Evolutionarily Distinct, Globally Endangered)
Programme. Alasdair has also developed online media content for the IUCN Red List,
the Cardigan Bay Marine Wildlife Centre and the Borneo Orangutan Survival
Foundation.

Laurence Hall - Video Production Director
Laurence has over 7 years experience as a lecturer in Digital Video Production at
Trinity St David University. Laurence recently moved into a full time position at
Handshake Productions to advance the Great Primate Handshake’s expeditions and
outreach aross Africa. Laurence brings with him a decade of teaching, working and
supporting young people and community groups in the UK, USA and South Africa.

Samantha Hurn - Anthropological Research
Samantha has a BA (Hons) in Ancient History and Social Anthropology,
a Post-Graduate certificate in Marketing and a PhD in Social Anthropology.
Samantha’s primary research interests lie in cross-cultural interactions between
humans and non-human animals (Anthrozoology). She is also the course convener
for the MA in Environmental Anthropology and is developing an MA in Human-Animal
Interactions.

Kirsty McQueen - Education Co-ordinator
Kirsty is an MSc candidate in Education and is a PGCE qualified English teacher
in the UK. Whilst having a keen interest and an active role in education and training
she has had experience designing and running teaching programmes in the UK
and Central America, as well as working on voluntary teaching and conservation
programmes. Kirsty is also a keen photographer and has photographed renowned
writers and had her work published by the BBC.

Lucy Radford - Expedition Co-ordinator
Lucy has a BSc in Biological Anthropology and an MSc in Primate Conservation.
She has previously been a Research team volunteer on two Great Primate Handshake
expeditions, and has worked as a conservation volunteer on several other projects,
both in the UK and Africa. Lucy’s research focus during her MSc was on the links
between development, education and conservation in Sub-Saharan Africa, which
is of considerable benefit to the Great Primate Handshake.

Core Team

Alasdair Davies - Web Development Director

Our goal is to
raise awareness of
primate conservation
Objectives
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Understanding the Handshake

The Great Primate Handshake aims to:
• Raise awareness of the threats to
primates through the production
of digital media
• Support actions & initiatives that
benefit the conservation of primates
• Promote the work and activities of
conservation organisations, community
projects and primate sanctuaries
• Broadcast the media created to
both local and global audiences
• Support the creation of sustainable
fundraising activities and methods
• Enable each volunteer to develop their
personal skill set, so that they have the
tools to continue to support conservation
programmes into the future the future

Digital media produced by the
Great Primate Handshake will consist of:
• Video, audio and web-based materials
• Educational activities, games,
materials and hands-on lessons
• Documented research and analysis,
for academic and evaluative purposes
• News & digest broadcast and archived
All of the above is distributed
both locally and globally

(Background image) Volunteers shadow a Chacma
baboon troop on the Cape Peninsula, Cape Town, to
observe where conflict with local residents may arise
and if educational activities may prove beneficial.

Work onboard our mobile
workshop as we journey
The Team
between
primate sanctuaries

You will work as a production team with up to 18 other volunteers.
Handshake staff comprise of lecturers, teachers & skilled professionals
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Expeditions
To raise awareness of the many
threats facing primates, and the primate
sanctuaries desperately in need of
support, we utilise specialised overland
vehicles as mobile workshops to
transport both volunteers and staff to
the doors of sanctuaries & primate
conservation programmes calling for
support.
We currently run expeditions for 28
days through a single country to ensure
we can offer effective support in the
field. By allocating sufficient time and
resources, we focus upon the
production of viable awareness raising
digital media and ensure that we fully
understand primate conservation issues
described to us by sanctuary staff and
local communities.
Volunteers are provided with the
necessary equipment to produce digital
media in the field as our workshop is
outfitted with a comprehensive range
of video production equipment &
computers. Within the vehicle’s chassis
we store tents, food, water and
cooking equipment as well as an
emergency generator so we may
operate when away from a power
source.
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The overland vehicles can carry up
to a total of 26 people. We operate a
mobile 3G internet connection when
on the move for the updating of blogs
and for essential email.
We have partnered with Oasis
Overland to ensure the safe and
efficient-running of our expeditions
by utilising their drivers, vehicles
and over 20 years of overlanding
experience. Oasis Overland, an
adventure travel company, was
founded in 1997 by Chris Wrede and
Steve Crowhurst. They are based in
rural Somerset and are one of the few
UK-based overland companies
to maintain their own UK workshop
where their vehicles are adapted and
built for overland use, and where their
crews and trainees receive hands-on
training.

Oasis Overland was selected as our
partner not only for their experience
of overlanding, but because of their
policies on environmentally-responsible
travel, and their involvement in a
number of African charitable projects.
Full details can be found on their
website.
Oasis also supports Tourism Concern
and is a member of their Ethical Tour
Operators Group (ETOG). Tourism
Concern aims to educate travellers
on the positive and negative effects
that tourism has on local communities
and their culture. Along with Tourism
Concern and their crew they have
developed their own practical and
sensible environmental policy which is
explained at the start of the trip.
For further information you can visit
www.oasisoverland.co.uk

To ensure we provide you with the necessary
equipment to produce digital media in
the field, our workshop is outfitted with a
comprehensive range of video production
equipment, computers & research materials
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Your Role as a Volunteer

Help support primate
sanctuaries through
the production
of digital media
relevant to their
needs.

Share your
commitment, skills,
experience and
knowledge with
others working
alongside you.
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The volunteer is a vital component
of the Great Primate Handshake.
Our expeditions offer you as a volunteer
the rare chance to work onboard an
equipped overland vehicle, designed
to provide you with the professional
equipment, hands-on training and
skills necessary to personally support
primate sanctuaries and conservation
programmes.
As a paying volunteer, you are
contributing funds to cover all necessary
costs, and are volunteering your time
and skills towards conserving primates.
You don’t need to possess a particular
skill to become a volunteer - we are
looking for someone who shows
commitment towards wanting to
make a positive difference and has
a willingness to learn, and to effect
change.
The Handshake theory is based around
the idea of sharing skills; we want you
to gain digital media skills, and for you
to pass those skills on to primate
sanctuary staff and communities. By
exploiting modern technology, we also
want you to continue supporting and
sharing skills when you’re back home.

Each expedition begins with an
orientation period in which we identify
our objectives and familiarise ourselves
with the equipment we plan to use be this a Sony video camera or an XO
educational laptop. The orientation
period will also give you time to adjust
to expedition life, learn more about
the country, each other, and the
Handshake concept.
Each volunteer is assigned to a
particular team based on his or
hers individual skills and abilities or
their desire to learn new skills they
may not already possess.
You will then work together with both
staff and other volunteers to complete
activities and share skills, working as
a team to achieve common goals.

As a Handshake volunteer you will:
• Learn new skills.
• Help support primate sanctuaries
through the production of digital
media relevant to their needs.
• Share your commitment, skills,
experience and knowledge with
others working alongside you.
• Be supported by experienced
Handshake Productions staff.
• Experience new cultures, lifestyles
and diverse communities.
• Raise awareness of
primate conservation
• Make a difference

Teams: Sharing Skills
Teams & Training
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During a Great Primate Handshake expedition you will be assigned to a specific team.
All teams work together to achieve common goals, sharing skills to complete activities.

Video Production
The video production team’s job is to document the Handshake journey, and to create awareness raising videos for
the primate sanctuaries and conservation programmes we visit. We use the latest digital video technology, combined
with industry standard editing software. The videos produced, often in remote locations, are designed to make an
impact in a short space of time, be entertaining, and also informative. You will learn how to optimise video settings
for distribution on the web and utilise social networks and on demand video downloads as a means of distribution.
The video team is also all about the sharing of ideas and skills. You may find yourself working with people new to
video production, or experienced industry professionals. Importantly, you will also pass skills to sanctuary staff and
those in the local community - often projecting films on to the side of the overland vehicle to portray messages.

Media, Graphics & Web
The Media, Graphics and Web team acts as a productive hub, publishing content from all other teams through the
creation of media content. You may find yourself blogging news reports, producing online donation pages, Adobe
Flash based games that utilize content developed by the Educational team, or photographic slideshows and radio
shows depicting the Research team’s findings. The Handshake’s mobile satellite internet connection ensures we
are connected to the world outside and can broadcast remotely from any location during an expedition - if you are
a journalist, you’ll find the opportunity to write content to the web invaluable. You will utilize PC based laptops and
Adobe CS4 production software. Our focus is on learning new skills in Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, Flash and
Dreamweaver as well as third party software that we have hand selected to ensure your creativity will flourish.

Education
The education subsection of The Great Primate Handshake will see volunteers getting involved in projects that
require a variety of skills and bilateral thinking. Having to work as a close team, identifying key issues and problem
solving for the production of a tangible outcome. The team will be meeting a variety of people from all walks of life
using communication skills to pin point how they can help, then plan and strategise a solution. The small team,
headed by Kirsty McQueen, will be exposed to a new and exciting aspect of the world of education. Not just
working in the classroom at the ‘chalk-face’, this team will look at the theories behind the education process
and raise key debatable issues of the importance of education for conservation, asking questions such as
“how can one team affect real change on a large scale?”

Research
The Research team is unique, in that it carries out hands-on field research, as opposed to creating digital media
content. We believe that conservation initiatives cannot be sustainable without involving local communities; their
opinions, perspectives and knowledge are vital. To this end, the Research team seeks to raise awareness of the
issues facing the communities we visit, through interviews, questionnaires and visits to local grassroots projects. The
Research team’s work is disseminated through articles and debate pieces on The Great Primate Handshake website,
as well as being documented in some of the videos made during the expedition. The Research Team also holds
focus groups and debates with other volunteers and staff throughout the expedition; this facilitates the discussion
of volunteers’ experiences in the field, and enables group members to understand the conservation of primates.
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Why Sanctuaries?

(Background image) A chimpanzee at the
Ugandan Wildlife Education Centre (UWEC).
All of UWEC’s chimpanzees were once either
injured, orphaned or unwanted as pets

Why Primates?

The Great Primate Handshake seeks
to raise awareness of primate
conservation and the work of primate
sanctuaries for several reasons. Over
half of the world’s primate species
are endangered, so directly raising
awareness of the threats that face
them, and what can be done to
ameliorate these threats, is very
important. In addition to this, primates
act as a flagship for broader issues
in the fields of conservation and
development; deforestation, drought,
and access to education and
healthcare, to name just a few.
Deforestation, for instance, can be
clearly seen to have a detrimental
effect on primate populations, with
individuals or groups being killed with
the destruction of their habitat, and
others being forced into closer
proximity with humans.
By raising awareness of this, and
supporting programmes such as the
planting of trees and the creation of
wildlife corridors, The Great Primate
Handshake helps not only primates,
but the many other species that share
their habitats.
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We strive to advertise alternative
livelihoods for people in forest-adjacent
communities, thus effecting change
for humans as well as non-human
primates. The specific threats that
primates face can vary according to
country and species.

The Great Primate Handshake
currently focuses on primate
conservation across Africa - home
to our closest primate relative, the
bonobo, and approximately 78 other
species.
From Great Apes (including humans)
to bushbabies, the Handshake aims
to support all primates, whatever their
threat may be and both wild
and sanctuary-based.

Primate species are assessed by the
International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN), and given a
classification based on how
endangered they are considered to
be, given current data. The list of
classifications is known as the IUCN
Red List, and can be seen at
www.iucnredlist.org.
All primate species are on the CITES
(Convention on the International
Trade in Endangered Species)
Appendix I. CITES is an international
agreement between governments,
which aims to prevent international
trade in animal and plant specimens
threatening their species’ survival in
the wild. Primates are listed on
Appendix I because they are
considered to be among the most
endangered species on CITES lists,
and therefore cannot legally be
traded unless under certain
exceptions, or if the trade is not
commercial. However, the illegal
trade in primates, along with many
other animals, still flourishes, with
primates (or their body parts) fetching
prices up to thousands of dollars on
the black market internationally.
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(Inset) A Chacma baboon gazes out across a sea of
humanity below. Baboons living in and around
the Cape Peninsular, Cape Town, South Africa
are continuing to lose habitat to housing developments

Why Primates?

A large part of the Handshake’s work
is with primate sanctuaries in Africa.
Sanctuaries have played a critical
and vital role in conserving and
accommodating Africa’s Great Apes
and threatened primates for over three
decades. One of the first African
primate sanctuaries, the Chimpanzee
Rehabilitation Trust (CRT) in Central
Gambia, was established in 1974
as “A solution for a group of chimps
confiscated from hunters and
traders by the Gambian wildlife
authorities”. Thirty three years later
the CRT protects and monitors a total
population of seventy six chimpanzees
which occupy three islands in the River
Gambia National Park. There are now
19 sanctuaries spanning 12 African
countries, with organisations such
as the Pan African Sanctuary Alliance
(PASA) providing unity and
cooperation. Emergency relief,
reintroduction strategies, fundraising
and international negotiations are
among some of the primary objectives
of organisations such as this.
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300,000 visitors enter wildlife
sanctuaries each year, impacting upon
a combined audience of 1 million.
With the arrival of communicative
conservation activities aimed at
reaching wider audiences, sanctuaries
are now developing websites,
fundraising schemes and effective
outreach programmes to reach both
local and global audiences.
Over 2.1 billion people now have
access to the internet, representing a
usage growth of 480% since the year
2000. Exposure online is a vital and
necessary component for conservation
programmes and sanctuaries when
targeting wider audiences. Locally,
sanctuaries are now working with third
parties to connect visiting local school
children to classrooms internationally
via web cams, or offering free internet
access to local residents who in return
learn about the work of the sanctuary
and are inspired to participate in the
sanctuary’s activities.

Globally, social networking tools
and video-based activities are
driving the evolution in society
toward a wired tomorrow, with
over one-third of recent Internet
users (36%) having watched a TV
show or other video stream online,
compared to 28% at the end of
2005.
The Great Primate Handshake
therefore aims to utilise web-based
technologies to ensure primate
conservation programmes,
sanctuaries, and other
organisations impacting
conservation, development and
education receive vital exposure
online and can utilise video as a
means of promoting awareness
of their work.

Contact Us
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Email: info@primatehandshake.org
Handshake Productions CIC
376 Newport Road
Cardiff
CF23 9AE
For more information visit www.primatehandshake.org
The Great Primate Handshake is a unique programme of Handshake Productions CIC
Handshake Productions CIC is a registered Community Interest Company No: 6040749

